BOND, TARA
This 66-year-old woman with Alzheimer’s disease is being recertified for hospice for following reasons. Since last certification, the patient has been having more behavioral problems. She no longer recognizes her husband. She continues to lose weight; 5 pounds since the last visit. She is not eating very much. She is now totally ADL dependent, bowel and bladder incontinent. The patient suffers from Lewy body dementia which is quite progressive and a deadly form of Alzheimer’s dementia. The patient is now beginning to cough when she is eating which is consistent with end-stage aspiration which causes pneumonia in these folks and is usually the last event before they pass away. She is eating very little. Her appetite is diminished. Comparing to last certification, she is not eating 20% or less of her meals. She is very dyspneic with any type of movement. She has protein-calorie malnutrition. Her KPS score is at 50% currently and requires medication to control her behavioral and sundowner syndromes. The patient’s dementia is progressive rapidly, hence she continues to be appropriate for hospice and most likely has less than six months to live.
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